
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (John 3:1-21) 

1. Have you ever had a life-altering interaction with somebody - maybe a conversation or a written letter that changed your life? 
What was the situation and what stands out to you about WHY it was life-altering? 
As you look back at this, was this a positive or negative life-altering experience? 
 How have you seen the Lord work in your life since this particular interaction happened? 

2.  How could Nicodemus’ life (Pharisee & member of the Sanhedrin) have possibly influenced his understanding of righteousness? 
 Read Philippians 3 and consider Paul’s understanding of righteousness revealed in what’s recorded there. 
  How does Paul’s perspective give insight into what might have been Nicodemus’ disposition regarding himself? 
 Now look at your own life - have you ever trusted in your own goodness and righteousness? 
  How do we combat the potential to fall into self-righteous thinking? 
   (hint - consider what is true of us as revealed in Scripture). 

3.  Jesus compares the work of the Holy Spirit with the wind 
 i.e. - we can observe the effects of both on our environment, but can’t physically see the wind or the Holy Spirit. 
  As you think about His analogy here, read Galatians 5:22-23 (or, to get a more complete picture, read Galatians 5:13-26). 
   Look at the fruit of the Spirit listed in verses 22-23; where have you experienced growth of His fruit in your life? 
   Where have you seen the Holy Spirit produce fruit in the lives of other Christians that you know? 
   Have you considered these “qualities” to be evidence of (or a byproduct of) the Holy Spirit at work in our lives? 
   Knowing that this fruit is produced by the Holy Spirit in our lives, how can we increase His fruit in our own lives? 
   
4.  Read John 3:16-21 
 Break it down: 
  Who is mentioned in these verses? 
  What action is each taking in these verses? 
  What are the implications of the actions taken (or not taken) as indicated by these verses? 
  What do these verses reveal about the heart of God for His creation? 
 **As you look at John 3:16 in its proper context, does it help you to understand why this verse is important? 

5. Does it seem to you that Jesus is simultaneously making an exclusive and inclusive claim in this passage? 
  To clarify - here’s where I see this happening: 
 Exclusive - Belief in Jesus is the only way to enter the Kingdom of God. 
 Inclusive - The invitation to believe in Jesus and be saved is extended to all people in the world (“That WHOEVER” believes…)  
 How about you?  Do you believe in Jesus’ claims about Himself in this passage? 



    
   

6.  Below are the "So What?” statements from the end of the sermon.  
 Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how? 
  - Every person is a sinner who can’t stand before The Holy God! 
  - To enter the kingdom of God, we must be born of the Spirit! 
  - To be born of the Spirit, we must believe in the Son! 
  - To believe in the Son means we have new & everlasting life! 
  - To have new & everlasting life leads to walking by the Spirit! 
  - Walking by the Spirit reveals God’s glory in the light of Jesus! 

All people are in one of two categories: 
The Condemned    &    The Redeemed 

The difference is in how we respond to Jesus!


