
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (John 4:1-42) 

1. Have you been in a conversation with somebody, not realizing who they were, only to discover it as the conversation went on? 
(Think, maybe a boss, person of influence, some connection from your past, some sort of relative). 
 Did the discovery of who the person was impact your interactions with them? 
 Did it change how you viewed the person moving forward? 

2. This story begins with Jesus journeying toward Galilee and John records that Jesus “had to pass through Samaria.” 
 Time and again, we see seemingly normal situations being used by God for His purposes (God’s sovereignty is on display) 
  Consider the following situations from the human perspective and then the God’s purpose through it: 
   1. (example) Jesus stopping at the well at this time of day - 
    Human Perspective: He was tired & thirsty from His journey & this was well was directly in His path. 
    Divine Purpose: There was a specific interaction ordained by God to take place in this place & time. 
   2. The Samaritan Woman coming to the well at this time of day. 
   3. The disciples heading into town for food, etc. right at this time. 
   4. Jesus telling the woman to bring her husband to the well. 
   5. The disciples returning at the exact moment they did. 
   6. The Samaritan crowd coming out to meet Jesus based upon the woman’s claims.   

3. In light of the previous question - let’s look at this personally: 
 Have you been in a situation where you’ve made a decision (or series of decisions) and realized God had a greater purpose? 
  What was the situation, and how did you see the Lord at work in the midst of the circumstance? 
  How does that impact your view of the sovereignty of God? 
  Does this change your perspective or even your process in making decisions in your life? 
*Essentially, do you find yourself able to make decisions more easily because you’ve seen the Lord work through previous situations? 
   
4.  We see Jesus reveal Himself more directly to this Samaritan woman than he did to Nicodemus in the previous chapter: 
 Do you have any thoughts as to why this might be the case? 
  Do you see a different response from Nicodemus than this woman? 
  What appears to be the resulting consequence in each of these circumstances? 
   How does the narrative in chapter 4 reveal the love (& plans) of God in a more significant way? 

5.  Jesus explains to the woman how God requires to be worshipped: and that is in spirit and in truth. 
 What makes this different from what had previously been understood about the worship of God 
  (and was the previous understanding correct too?) 
 How are you, personally, cultivating a worshipful lifestyle unto the Lord? 



 What does this look like for us, as a Church Body, to worship our God in spirit and in truth? 
  How can we do this more effectively as a church?  Do you have any suggestions? 

6. Jesus tells the disciples to look at the fields and see that they’re white for the harvest - no need to wait. 
 He is speaking of a spiritual harvest - how can we work as harvesters in this way? 
  How did the Samaritan woman carry work as a harvester in her own way? 
  What can we learn from this woman’s actions in response to Jesus here and the resulting impact? 

7.  Below are the "So What?” statements from the end of the sermon.  
 Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how? 
  1. God reveals how He requires to be worshiped! 
   We must worship Him in spirit & truth! 
  2. Our spiritual sustenance is necessary in our lives! 
   Just as important as physical food & water! 
  3. Jesus will NOT force us to receive Him 
   But He will stay with us if we welcome Him in! 
  4. Your testimony of Jesus’ faithfulness is impactful! 
            Share your story of His work with boldness!


