
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (John 6:41-71) 

1. As you look at this passage, there are some who definitely misunderstood what Jesus is saying. 
Can you think of a situation where you’ve misunderstood somebody else, or where you’ve been misunderstood? 
 What was the root cause of the misunderstanding in the situation? 
  (i.e. unclear definitions, different perspectives, usage of unknown idioms, assumed motivations? etc.) 
  In this passage, what do you feel led to most of the misunderstandings among the people? 

2.  This passage (John 6:41-71) is clearly a continuation of the dialogue from last Sunday (Jn. 6:16-40). 
 In what ways do Jesus’ Words further polarize the listeners as He continues on? 
  What are some of the assumptions about Jesus that might have led to errant conclusions about what He’s saying? 
   Do we have any assumptions that might lead us to misunderstand or mistrust Jesus? 
  Are there things stated in this passage that specifically challenge any of your presuppositions? 

3.  Jesus refers back to the “manna” that the Lord provided for the Israelites and how he is the Bread of Life. 
 What are the differences that Jesus Himself shares about the manna from heaven and Jesus’ coming down from heaven? 
  How does the manna act as “foreshadowing” for the True Bread that would come from heaven? 
  Why does it matter for people to understand Jesus’ origin, and why do you think it was so hard for them to see it? 
  Could this have something to do with Jesus’ claim that nobody can come to Him unless the Father draws them? 
   How does that statement resonate with your spirit? 

4.  Read John 6:63 
 Does anything in this statement particularly stand out to you? 
  How does this statement encourage us and why should our confidence be increased by these words? 
  On the flip side, why might His words here it discourage so many others (religious legalists, materialists, and others). 
   How does Jesus define His own words to the people listening? 
   Does this impact your faith and confidence in Him in any way? 
  In light of this, what role do you believe the Holy Spirit plays in our salvation? 

5.  Read John 6:66 
 Notice the response of “many” of Jesus’ disciples, what does this reveal about them? 
  As you look at Jesus’ teaching (in this passage & elsewhere) do you find some things to be “hard sayings” too? 
   What are the specific things that you find hard to understand/accept? 
   Is this an ongoing wrestling match in your mind/heart, or have you resolved it to a place of genuine acceptance? 
    How can we stay on guard against responding to Jesus similarly when things are hard (to know or to do)? 



6.  Read John 6:67-69 
 Look at Jesus’ question to the disciples & consider Peter’s response (representative of “the twelve” minus Judas Iscariot). 
  How does this response differ from the response of the other disciples? 
   What does it reveal about the confidence these specific disciples have in Jesus as the Messiah? 
    Do you believe proximity to Christ has something to do with the difference in their responses from others? 
 Take a moment to break down the specific individual statements of Peter’s response 
  Does any of encourage or challenge you in some specific way? 

7.  Below are the "So What?” statements from the end of the sermon.  
 Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how? 
  1. Our salvation is purely a work of The Trinity! 
   1. The Father Draws us to the Son 
   2. The Son lays down His life in our place 
   3. The Holy Spirit gives us new life 
  2. Take Jesus at His Word! 
   Jesus only speaks truth, even if it’s hard to hear. 
  3. Jesus is our true sustenance in our lives! 
   We need Him as we need “bread” for physical life.


