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FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (Esther Introduction - 1 Peter 2:11-12)

Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

The following statements are evident throughout the book of Esther; where have you personally seen these at play in your life?
1. God’s plans will not be stopped & He uses what people intend for evil to accomplish His purposes!
2. We are here by God'’s design ‘for such a time as this’!
3. God works among His people (The Church) when we face hardships as we live as exiles in this world!

. In this message, we focussed on the reality that we (who've placed their faith in Jesus) are exiles in this world.

How do John 17:16-18; Hebrews 11:13, 15-16; and 1 Peter 2:9-12 help to inform us of this reality & encourage us in our lives?

Look at Peter’s description of the believers who've been dispersed all over the place in 1 Peter 2:9-10.
How does He describe them, and what is the purpose for which God has called all of these people to Himself?

. Look specifically at 1 Peter 2:11-12; how does Peter identify the believers whom he’s addressing?

What is it that Peter “urges” the people to do, why is it important, and what is the result from/reason for carrying this out?

For the Benediction, | read 1 Peter 1:3-5 - how does this passage relate to the idea of us all being exiles in the world?
How does dwelling upon the truths written here help us to live out our identity as exiles and glorify the Lord in our lives?

. Below are the "So What?" statements from the end of the sermon.

Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how?
1. As exiles, our values are formed by our homeland!
We must keep our eternal hope ever before our eyes!
2. God sets us apart from the world and calls us His own!
As one in Him, we have no claim on ourselves!
3. The passions of the flesh wage war against our souls!
But we belong to Christ - who has won the victory!
4. Our purpose on this earth is all about God'’s glory!
Let’s live our lives to that end & rejoice in all He does!

***As we go through Esther, keep your eyes open for where you specifically see God's righteousness, faithfulness, & sovereignty on display!



