FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (Esther 1:1-2:4)

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

2. Have you ever been in a circumstance where you didn’t see or couldn’t understand how the Lord was at work?
What was the situation and how were you ultimately able to see how the Lord was at work in your life through that situation?
How did the Lord use that experience to grow you?

3. In this passage, there is no mention of God or His orchestration of the situation, but we see that the stage is being set for His plan.
How does this bolster your faith in the Lord? (i.e. even when we don't see it, He's still working & sovereign over all)

4. Where do you see the reality of earthly authority/glory being temporary in this passage? (If you're unsure - consider Queen Vashti)
How should this truth help us when we're struggling with those who are currently in positions of authority over us?
How should this truth help us to remain humble when we’re personally placed in positions of authority?

5. For the Benediction, | read Psalm 103:19 -
The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.
Why is it important to remember that God’s Kingdom is over all earthly kingdoms, & every earthly authority is subject to Him?

6. Below are the "Today's Takeaways” from the end of the sermon.
Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how?
1. Every earthly glory & authority will come to an end!
God alone has eternal [& intrinsic] glory & authority!
2. God sovereignly works in & through every situation!
Even when don’t see Him or understand His ways!

**As we go through Esther, consider how God's plans are carried out in order to fulfill His promise of the Messiah to redeem the world!



