FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (Esther 2:5-23)

Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

. Have you ever experienced favor from somebody else in your life that you can clearly attribute to the Lord alone?
Why is it important for us NOT to seek the favor of others, but instead to pursue & trust the Lord with our reputations?
What are some of the inherent dangers of seeking the approval/favor of others instead of the approval/favor of the Lord?

. As you look at the scenario described in the first two chapters of Esther, where do you see injustices taking place?
How do Esther’s reactions reveal that God can use people for his purposes even as they endure injustice?

. In verses 9, 15, & 17 we see that Esther was receiving favor from every person with which she finds herself interacting.
How do these specific situations point to the sovereignty of God and not just Esther bring inherently good?

. Verses 19-23 focus on Mordecai and how he responds when he learns of a conspiracy against King Ahasueras.
How does his response reveal his character (and his value of justice/truth) and the character/values of the God He serves?
How can we learn from His response in this, and also choose to stand upon the truth even when it could be costly?

. Below are the “Today's Takeaways” from the end of the sermon.
Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how?
1. God uses people even while they endure injustice!
Look to Him & seek His will when facing awful situations!
2. The favor of all others rests in the hands of God!
Don’t pursue favor; pursue God & trust Him in the outcome!
3. God'’s people must stand upon the truth!
This requires that we know the truth, so study The Bible!



