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FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (Esther 3:1-15)

Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

Are there any famous rivalries (historical, sports, international, etc.) that have really gotten your attention?
Do you find yourself drawn more toward one side or the other, and do you have an emotional response in their triumphs/trials?
How does this relate to Esther chapter 3, and particularly the hatred of Haman toward the Jews living under Persian Rule?

. Have you ever been put in a position where obeying authority would have led you to disobey God’s commands?

What was the situation, and how did you respond in that moment? Would you do anything differently if faced with this again?
Did you learn or grow in any way through that experience?

Consider the apparent consequences of Mordecai’s decision not to bow before Haman by the end of chapter 3.
Have you ever faced major consequences for a decision (good or bad)? Do you feel the action/inaction was worth it in the end?
How does an eternal perspective help us to navigate our response to act (or not) regardless of the earthly consequences?

. We see in this chapter the schemes of the Evil One to destroy God's plans for salvation by destroying God'’s people:

How does knowing God’'s Word and acknowledging His faithfulness provide hope even when things around us seem hopeless?
How does the Gospel impact our response to Satan (and how we view those whom we might otherwise consider “enemies”)?

Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the end of the sermon.
Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how?

1. God’s commands take precedence over all others!
When human laws break God'’s laws, we submit to God!

2. Every action [& inaction] has consequences!
Consider the eternal consequences over the temporal!

3. The Devil always tries to destroy God'’s plans/people!
Hope in the Lord even when circumstance seem hopeless!
AND REMEMBER - Jesus has already won the victory!!)



