FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (Esther 9:1-19)

Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

. Read Esther 9:1

Why is it important for the sake of God'’s faithfulness (to the entire world) that the Jewish people win this battle?
What relevance does this have to The Gospel message, and how does it draw our minds to the cross of Christ?
(i.e. what similarities are there between what's happening here in Esther 9 and what happens with the crucifixion?)

. In this chapter, there are many places where we can specifically see God'’s sovereignty on display - what places stood out to you?
How does the reality of God’s complete sovereignty over all provide comfort even in adverse (or seemingly impossible) times?
Are there any areas that His sovereignty causes you anxiety/worry instead of the comfort that it should provide for His people?

. Where do we see the consequences of striving FOR the Lord instead of AGAINST Him in this chapter?
Have you had seasons in life where you found yourself striving against the Lord in your life?
How has the Lord drawn you back to Himself in those situations, and how has He used them to lead you to deeper maturity?

. For the benediction, | read out of Romans 8. Read Romans 8:31-39.
How is this relevant as you compare the age in which we live and the context of Esther 9:1-19?
How does this specifically encourage you and the various spiritual battles you have faced (or are currently facing) in life?

. Below are the “Today's Takeaways” from the end of the sermon.
Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how?
1. The will of God always prevails!
Nothing is outside of His control, so trust in Him!
2. All who strive against the Lord will fail!
In Christ, we can do all things, but nothing apart from Him!
3. God'’s people celebrate His provision!
Celebrate the life, salvation, & all else He has given to us!



