
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION (Colossians 1:15-23) 

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart? 
 If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond? 

2.  Below are three of the common philosophies that were being brought to the Colossians to try to move them from the Gospel: 
 Dualism - All matter is evil; all spirit is good - The goodness of God could not dwell in an evil physical body. 
 Gnosticism - “main” god w/ lesser emanations - Christ could not be fully God. 
 Jewish Errorists - Superior, hidden/mysterious knowledge revealed beyond Christ. 
  How does the Apostle Paul respond to these false belief systems in these verses? 
  What can we learn from him here as we consider how we might approach “apologetics”? 

3.  There were a couple of statements that some groups have misunderstood at different times throughout history: 
 Verse 15 - “…he is the firstborn of all creation…” - The heretical belief that Jesus is a created being rather than The Creator. 
 Verse 20 - “…through him to reconcile to himself all things…” - The wrongful belief of universalism (that ALL will be saved). 
  What is the correct way to understand/interpret statements like these types of passages? 
  When rightly understood - how do these two passages reveal the character of Jesus & serve to encourage our hearts? 
  What are some important steps we can take to safeguard ourselves from falling into these types of errors? 
   
4. Read verses 21-23. 
 Who were the Colossians (& who were we) before Christ? 
 Who are the Colossians (& who ARE we) because of Christ? 
 According to verse 23 - what is the requirement for us to be holy, blameless, & above reproach, as described in verse 22? 
  What does it look like to “continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel…”?  

5.  Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the end of the sermon.  
 Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how? 
  1. Jesus Christ is fully and undeniably God! 
   WORSHIP HIM! 
  2. Jesus is the maker, sustainer, and purpose of all creation! 
   DEPEND UPON HIM! 
  3. Jesus’ blood is the only means of peace & reconciliation! 
   TRUST IN HIM! 
  4. Jesus presents us as holy, blameless, & above reproach! 
   REMAIN IN HIM!


