FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION
(Questions Week Four - Why is life filled with so many hardships and struggles?)

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

2. Are you currently walking through any hardships or struggles in life? (If not, consider previous seasons where you have done this)
As you think about this; what have been the causes of the hardships/struggles you’re currently facing? (See #3 below for ideas)
How have these hardships/struggles specifically impacted you, and are you doing anything to try to work through/past them?

3. As you consider the potential causes of the hardships you face, what may be the causes of them & why does the cause matter?
Which of the categories below reveal hardships that could be “avoidable” and which ones are basically “unavoidable”?
POTENTIAL CAUSES OF HARDSHIPS
i. As a consequence of sin in general - Because we live in a fallen world—death, pain, & sadness are realities we all face.
Related Passages: Genesis 1:31, 2:15-17; Romans 8:18-23; Revelation 21:3-4
ii. As a consequence of specific sin(s) - Sometimes specific sins have correlating consequences in themselves (see Rom. 1)
Personal sins (individual) - Galatians 6:7-8; Matthew 7:17-19
Corporate sins (collective) - 2 Chronicles 7:13-14; Zechariah 13:1-9
Others' sins - Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Peter 2:20-25
iii. God's tests to refine our character. - God can and will use every hardship to refine us and make us more like Christ
Romans 8:28-30; Zechariah 13:7-9; 1 Peter 1:3-9
iv. Lacking a proper perspective - A proper perspective demands that we think eternally & realize how blessed we are.
James 1:2-4; Philippians 3:7-8; Matthew 5:10-12; 1 Peter 2:20-25, 3:13-17, 4:19

4. The above passages (especially those listed in “3. iv” above) can help us to view and respond to hardship in a biblical manner.
How does pursuing the truth Scripture help us to have a true & better perspective when faced with hardships?
How does the reality of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and HIS victory change our response to hardships? (consider John 16:33)
What are some practical steps the Lord is calling you to take in order to better respond to challenges you face in this life?

5. Below are the "Today’'s Takeaways” from the end of the sermon.
Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, and if so, how?
In this fallen world, hardships/struggles are inevitable, therefore we must:
1. Let God's Word form our expectations!
2. Trust God's goodness in all circumstances!
3. Remember - Jesus will use our hardships!
4. Maintain a true and eternal perspective!



