
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
Anticipation: The King is Coming - Luke 2:8-20 - “Shepherd: Great JOY for all the people” 

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart? 
 If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond? 

2. Can you think of another time when a really important message was shared with a seemingly unimportant person or people group? 
 What was the reason for this in the situation(s) that you remember? 
 In considering our text (Luke 2:8-20) - we see this happen with the angels coming and bringing this message to the shepherds. 
  What is the significance of the message and God’s chosen recipients of this message; what is the relevance to us? 

3. Below are some observations that were shared in consideration of Luke 2:8-12. 
 God reveals again that He works in His ways; not according to the ways of people! 
 God’s glory and the arrival of the eternal King of kings are revealed to the lowly! 
 This “good news of great joy that will be for all the people” is the Gospel message! 
 The message of salvation is inclusive (for all) but its means is exclusive (by faith in Jesus)! 
  Do you observe these truths from this text as well? 
  How do these truths encourage you personally in your life and specifically in your relationship with the Lord? 

4. Consider the response of the shepherds and the result for them and others toward the latter part of this passage. 
 How can we respond like Mary and the shepherds do here to the Gospel of Jesus and all revelation of God’s Word to us? 
  How do we keep overfamiliarity with the Gospel (& Christmas story) from stealing our sense of awe & wonder? 
   What does it look like for us to ponder the truths of God’s revelation in OUR hearts as Mary does here? 
   How can we more intentionally choose to rejoice and glorify God in light of His wondrous revelation to us too? 
   
5. John 15:11 was from our benediction - “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 
 In context, what are “these things” to which Jesus is referring and how can we actually have the fullness of His joy in our lives? 

6.  Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the sermon.  
 How can we follow the shepherds’ example below, and how does implementing the first three result in our joy & God’s glory? 
  What are specific actions steps we can take to do step into this rhythm? 
   WHAT WE LEARN FROM THE SHEPHERDS: 
    LISTEN to God’s Word! 
    RESPOND to His revelation accordingly! 
    BE TRANSFORMED through obedience! 
    REJOICE & GLORIFY God in everything!


