
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

Called & Chosen: Abraham - Genesis 20:1-18 - “This Sounds Familiar”


1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?

	 If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?


2. Have you ever found yourself where you felt like a “dead man walking” afterward?

	 What was the situation and why did you feel that way?

	 How did you respond to that feeling and how did the situation ultimately play out?


3. As we went through Genesis 20, did the story start to sound somewhat familiar to you? (Consider Genesis 12 in Egypt)

	 What are the similarities and differences between these two narratives?

	 How does this encourage you in your walk with the Lord and your own struggles (even if you repeat the same sins)?

	 	 What does this reveal about the character of our God and His mercy toward His people (under the Old & New Covenant)


4. How do we see God at work to ensure that He fulfills His promises in this particular narrative?

	 Consider Abimelech’s response to the Lord’s confrontation of his sin (even in “innocence” or “ignorance”).

	 	 What can we learn from this Philistine (i.e. ungodly) man, both about how we view others AND how we respond to God?

	 	 I shared the following in light of how Abimelech responds:

	 	 	 “When confronted with sin, respond without delay!”

	 	 	 How quick are you in responding when you’re confronted with (or convicted of) your sins?

	 	 	 Are there any sins in your life right now that you need to confess and turn away from? If so - don’t delay!


5. Abraham seeks to justify his sinful/deceptive actions by referencing what he assumed of their character & sharing half-truths.

	 I shared the following statement as well - do you agree with the statement (and have you ever tried to justify your sin)?

	 	 Our sins cannot be justified by half-truths (or any other means)!

	 	 Remember - though our SINS cannot by justified be any means, WE can be justified despite our sin only by faith in Jesus!

	 	 As you consider your standing before God, just like Abraham, do you stand justified by faith or condemned by your sin?

	 	 	 How does this truth impact our attitudes and actions, particularly for those who are saved by grace through faith?


6.  Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the sermon. Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, & if so, how?

	 1. God’s people are to be shrewd not deceitful!

	 2. Selfishness will always lead to sinful actions!

	 3. God is faithful to His Word even if we’re not!

	 4. Never underestimate God’s power at work!

	 5. God’s mercy/grace in Christ > repeated sins!


