FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION
Acts: The Church. Established. Empowered. Expanding - Acts 15:1-41 - All Salvation is In Jesus - 02.23.2025

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

2. Have you ever been shown the correct technique for carrying out a task/activity after doing it in the wrong way before that point?
**(Maybe think similarly to my attempt to use a pool cue as a kid until | was shown a proper way to guide it with my bridge hand)
Was it a long process to adjust your approach in accordance with what you'd learned, or was an instantaneous change?
How did a right understanding and approach to this task/activity positively impact your results?
How does this relate to Acts 15 and those arguing for the rite of circumcision as a necessity for Gentiles who trust in Jesus?
How do the quoted Scriptures along with the experiences recounted by the Apostles lead them to this conclusion?
Why was it so important at that time to have a right understanding of what is actually required for anybody to be saved?
How is the requirement for salvation to Gentiles (& Jews, for that matter) clarified in this chapter in particular?

3. Read Acts 15:36-41

What is the basis for the “sharp disagreement” that is evident between Paul and Barnabas?

What does this reveal about the reality of the struggles we may face as we labor together for the gospel?
In the end, God doesn’t reveal to us who is right or wrong in the disagreement - but He does show us the result.

How does the Lord ultimately work, even through this, to expand the gospel ministry & involve more people?

How do Col. 4:10 & 1 Tim. 4:9-11 show that reconciliation & co-laboring for the gospel took place again at some point?
How does their reconciliation reveal the reconciling work & grace of the Lord even after sharp disagreements?
As you look at your own life, do you have any unresolved conflicts where the Lord is leading you to pursue reconciliation?

4. | shared Romans 4:3, 23-25 for my benediction - take time to read Romans 4 in entirety:
How does Romans 4 relate to what we’re seeing with there Jerusalem Council recorded in Acts 15?
Why does it matter that Abraham’s faith was credited as righteousness BEFORE the establishment of the circumcision?
Based on Rom. 4, what are the implications for us & our salvation (& when we’re credited with Christs’s righteousness)?

5. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways"” from the sermon. Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, & if so, how?
Salvation is now & has always been by faith alone!
There is no distinction between Jews/Gentiles!
The sign of God'’s people is the indwelling Spirit!
This is an internal reality with external evidences!
God’s grace abounds even after severe conflict!
Reconciliation & ministerial fruitfulness is in Jesus!



