
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
Acts: The Church. Established. Empowered. Expanding - Acts 16:16-40 - A Providential Imprisonment - 03.09.2025 

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart? 
	 If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond? 

2. Have you ever found yourself facing a hardship as a result of an injustice against you (i.e. you were guiltless in the situation)? 
	 If so, what was the specific situation and how did you respond in the face of that predicament? 
	 In the midst of that challenging situation, did you see/experience God at work in the circumstance &/or in your heart? 
	 	 While facing the hardship, was there anything that the Lord taught you? 
	 	 As you look back at that situation now, were there specific ways that the Lord ended up working THROUGH you? 
	 	 Did you have a shift in perspective on the Lord’s sovereignty, justice, goodness, or other character traits afterward? 

3. How did the imprisonments of Paul & Silas come as a result of human injustice? 
	 As you look at Acts 16:25, how did Paul & Silas respond after being taken by force, stripped down, and beaten with rods? 
	 How did Jesus’ words to his disciples as he was sending them out in Mat. 10:16-20 encourage them & also encourage us today? 
	 	 Does this bring you comfort as you consider your own life and the potential of facing severe persecution in Jesus’ name? 
	 	 What difference does abiding in Christ make in our lives as it pertains to how we might react facing similar persecution? 
	 More importantly, how does Jesus work through Paul & Silas as He enables them to be imprisoned in this situation? 
	 	 *Consider the jailer and the impact their [unjust] imprisonment had on him and his entire household for all of eternity. 
	 	 How do Paul & Silas respond to the jailer’s question, “What must I do to be saved?” 
	 	 	 Are you ready to give the same answer if somebody asks you that same question after interacting with you? 
	 	 	 Does your life reflect that you belief this answer is true, or do you sometimes live as if there’s more to it than that? 

4. As you read the beginning of this narrative in Acts 16:16-18, how do Paul’s actions reveal an understanding of his real enemy? 
	 When you’re annoyed by someone, do you know who’s at work behind it, and do you respond accordingly? How so? 

5. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the sermon. Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, & if so, how?	 	  
	 	 Paul sees our real Enemy & responds accordingly! 
	 	 	 We must always remember who the real enemy is! 
	 	 Silas/Paul’s unjust imprisonment was providential! 
	 	 	 God can work through injustice for His own plans! 
	 	 The Apostles praise God after being persecuted! 
	 	 	 We always rejoice because our hope in Jesus! 
	 	 When the jailer asks, the disciples give an answer! 
	 	 	 We must be ready to tell of our salvation in Jesus! 


