
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
Acts: The Church. Established. Empowered. Expanding - Acts 17:16-34 - Same Gospel; Different Context - 03.23.2025 

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart? 
	 If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond? 

2. Have you ever been in an environment where your spirit was provoked within you as the Apostle Paul’s was here in Athens? 
	 According to Acts 17:16 - what was happening in Athens that provoked Paul’s spirit within him? 
	 	 What does the Apostle Paul after being provoked in his spirit? 
	 As you consider the environment where YOUR spirit was provoked, what was it that caused YOU to be provoked in that way? 
	 	 Did you take a specific action due to this provocation (or NOT take an action that you had planned to take because of it)? 
	 	 	 What was the result of the action you took (or chose not to take) in that situation? 
	 	 	 If you were provoked like that again in a similar situation what, if anything, would you do differently this time? 
	 Are you provoked similarly when you see others in this world worshipping the idols of their own hearts/minds? 
	 	 Should you be more provoked by this reality than you are? 
	 	 Are there idols that you’ve allowed to be built up in your own heart that you need to confess to the Lord & repent of? 
	 	 	 If so, confess them now, and turn back to Jesus - don’t wait!! 
	  
3. How does Paul’s approach in sharing the gospel within the Areopagus differ from his approach in synagogues & other contexts? 
	 How does this inspire us as we seek to share the Gospel faithfully with others who come from varied backgrounds? 
	 	 What does it look like to meet people where they’re at when it comes to sharing of the hope & joy of life in Jesus? 
	 	 How can we be fully equipped to share the same Gospel message even in different contexts? 
	  
4. For our benediction, I shared 1 Corinthians 19:22b-23 - how do these verses relate to what we see Paul doing in Acts 17? 
	 What does it look like to “become all things to all people that by all means [we] might save some…”? 
	 How do we do this in such a way that we don’t compromise who we are in Jesus, but are better able to share Jesus with them? 

5. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the sermon. Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, & if so, how?	 	  
	 	 Paul’s spirit was provoked & he acted in response! 
	 	 	 We must do the same with idolatry all around us! 
	 	 Paul shared the gospel in the Athenian’s context! 
	 	 	 We meet people where they are with the gospel! 
	 	 The Holy Spirit gives Paul boldness & wisdom! 
	 	 	 We’re as dependent on the Holy Spirit as he was! 
	 	 Paul obeys his call & entrusts the outcome to God! 
	 	 	 We need to share Christ & leave the rest to Him!


