
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
EASTER SUNDAY - Matthew 13:1-23 - Cultivated In Christ - 04.20.2025 

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart? 
	 If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond? 

2. Can you think of times when you’ve planted seed of any kind and had different results (good/productive or bad/unproductive)? 
	 What factors contributed to the outcome of that seed - whether good or bad? 
	 What kind of prep work did you need to do to the soil in order to enable the seed to germinate and grow up well? 
	 	 Did you find some soil/areas to be better for growth than others? 

3. How does any of the above relate to Jesus’ parable in Matthew 13:1-23? 
	 How does the spreading of the seed over all types of soil reflect the vastness of God’s love & invitation of life in Jesus to all? 
	 What does this reveal about the outcome of the preaching of the Word and the sharing of the gospel? 
	 	 Does this encourage you in evangelizing or sharing truth from Scripture that the results aren’t contingent upon you? 
	 	 OR - does it discourage you because you because another’s response to you proclaiming the truth is not up to you?	  

4. In the midst of this passage, Jesus responds to His disciple’s question of why He teaches in parables and he quotes Isaiah 6. 
	 How does Jesus’ quotation of this passage encourage you to share God’s Word knowing that the outcome isn’t up to you? 

5. How does the reality of the resurrection make the words of Jesus in this passage (during His earthly ministry) even more impactful? 
	 Why would His work of rising from the dead (as He said that He would do) cause everything else He said to carry more weight? 
	 As you consider the narrative of the resurrection of Jesus - how does that impact how you live your life? 
	 	 Do you live with the hope of the resurrection ever before you, or has it become somewhat less impactful over the years? 
	 	 How can you prevent this reality from becoming “old news” and allow it to provide the hope that it rightfully should? 

6. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the sermon. Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, & if so, how? 
	 	 The same Word of God is spread indiscriminately! 
 	 	 	 God’s unchanging Gospel is shared with all types! 
 	 	 	 DO I HAVE EARS TO HEAR THE TRUTH OF THE WORD? 
	 	 The seed in the 1st three soils fails to produce fruit! 
	 	 	 The temporal can lead us away from eternal life! 
	 	 	 IS THIS WORLD LEADING ME AWAY FROM LIFE IN JESUS? 
	 	 Only one of the four “soils” bore fruit in the end!  
 	 	 	 The outcome depends upon the heart’s condition! 
	 	 	 AM I LIVING A CULTIVATED LIFE TO BEAR MORE FRUIT?


