
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
Acts: The Church. Established. Empowered. Expanding - Acts 25:1-22 - Paul Testifies Before Festus - 07.20.2025 

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart? 
	 If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond? 

2. In Acts 25:1-22, specific Jewish leaders who’d previously approved of a plot to kill Paul are now actively planning one themselves. 
	 Have you seen this take place in your life or the lives of others where approval of evil ultimately led to actively walking in evil? 
	 Why does this seem to be a natural progression (or, really, a regression) and do passages like 1 Cor. 15:33 speak to this? 
	 	  
3. In the midst of all of the tumult that’s happening around Paul, how does his understanding of the law & living by it help him? 
	 Where do we see Paul displaying that he understood his rights and lawfully preserved his life through them? 
	 	 How was Paul’s character a refutation of his accusers claims and where is this evidenced in Festus’ words to Agrippa? 
	 	 Do you live in such a way that others couldn’t accuse you of offense other than your association with Jesus? 

4. Read Matthew 10:16-20 
	 How do Jesus’ words in this passage relate to what Paul is experiencing in Acts 25:1-22? 
	 	 How do Paul’s actions throughout his ministry (& from the time of his arrest specifically) validate Jesus’ words here? 
	 	 Do you feel emboldened & encouraged by His statement or does it make you nervous & anxious for what we could face? 
	 	 How does the Holy Spirit equip & empower us to be courageous in the face of any circumstance - now matter how hard? 

5. I shared 1 Peter 3:13-16 for the benediction on Sunday: 
	 According to this text, what is the key to not fearing or being troubled by those who may seek to harm us because of Christ? 
	 	 How does this same “key” help to be prepare us to make a defense as to the reason for the hope that’s in us? 
	 	 Why do you think it’s necessary for Peter to remind believers to make their defense with gentleness and respect? 
	 How do these all of these verses relate to what we’ve seen throughout the book of Acts - specifically in Acts 25:1-22? 
	 	 How do you see Paul living out these commands and upholding these principles in his life? 
	 	 	 As you consider your life, how are YOU doing at living out the commands & principles in 1 Peter 3:13-16? 

6. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the sermon. Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, & if so, how?	 	  
	 	 Jewish leaders go from approving evil to plotting it! 
	 	 	 Approval of evil leads to active engagement in it! 
	 	 Paul knew the law & functioned as a rightful citizen!  
	 	 	 We must know the law and live accordingly too! 
	 	 The sole reason for Paul’s trial is Jesus’ resurrection!  
	 	 	 We live in such a way that Jesus is our only offense!


