FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION
Acts: The Church. Established. Empowered. Expanding - Acts 27:39-28:10 - A Providential Shipwreck - 08.17.2025

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

2. In this passage, we see Paul ending up in Malta, a place NOT on his itinerary, but clearly on the itinerary God had for him!
Have you had “detours” in life that were unplanned/unexpected, but that you could see God had determined for you to take?
How did you come to recognize that the Lord’s hand was in it?
What did you learn through that experience about the Lord, yourself, or others?
How did the Lord work not only IN you, but THROUGH you in the midst of that “detour?”
Did that experience shape how you face unknown or unplanned situations in your life moving forward? If so, how?

3. In Acts 28:3-6, the people of Malta believe Paul is a murderer since he's bit by a viper, then he lives & they believe him to be a god.
How does this reveal that they're judging things only by external appearances and drawing wrong conclusions twice?
Have you ever made judgments of other people or situations based on the external appearance and been wrong?
How did you come to learn that you were wrong in your assumptions & gain the knowledge of the truth of the matter?
Has this led you to be more dependent on God’'s Word & prayerful for the Holy Spirit's discernment in future situations?

4. For the benediction, | shared Romans 8:28-30
How does a passage like this (especially verse 28) relate to what we see Paul experiencing in Acts 27:39-38:10?
As you consider your own life, where have you seen God use hardship & difficulties that you've faced for your good?

5. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the sermon. Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, & if so, how?

The ship is lost but the lives of all on board are not!

God kept His word so all 276 men kept their lives!

GOD IS ALWAYS FAITHFUL AND KEEPS HIS WORD!
Those on Malta make assumptions based on optics!

First they think Paul to be a murderer, then a god!

DON'T JUDGE BY EXTERNALS, BUT JUDGE RIGHTLY!
God protects Paul & reveals His power through him!

Paul relies on God & the Lord works through Paul!

KEEP TRUSTING JESUS & HE’LL WORK THROUGH YOU!
The people of Malta encounter the gospel of Jesus!

God uses a shipwreck to bring hope to this island!

GOD SOVEREIGNLY WORKS THROUGH OUR HARDSHIPS!



