FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION
Visible Faith: The Book of James - James 1:16-18 - Overcoming Temptation - 10.12.2025

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart?
If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond?

2. Our passage for this Sunday was James 1:16-18. Take a moment to read this passage.
How does verse 16 function as a link between what was written in the preceding few verses and what follows (like a bridge)?
In light of this, how might we be deceived both by the enticements of sin/temptation & by our perception of God?
Can you think of a situation where you were deceived (through external deception or internal self-deception)?
How were you deceived & why do you think you were susceptible to such a deception (whether internal or external)?
How did you come to see that you were deceived; what did you learn about the Lord, yourself, or the Enemy through it?
How did you grow through the trial resulting from this deception, & how has that helped you in similar situations since?

3. How do verses 17-18 actually combat the enticements/allure of sinful temptation with the truth about God'’s character?
What stands out to you in the description of God in these two verses, & what other Scriptures support these statements?
Do these verses correct any misconceptions that you’ve held about God & His character?
How does the Gospel of Christ provide the greatest evidence of the veracity of the claims in verses 17 & 18?

4. As you compare v. 18 with what was written previously in v. 14-15, how does the term “brought forth” apply in each case?
What's the outcome of our own desire (v.14-15) as opposed to the outcome of God's own will (v.18)?
How does it give us hope to know that it's only according to (or by) God’'s own will that we'll be saved, not of our own doing?
How do passages like Proverbs 3:9 help our understanding of us being the “firstfruits of God'’s creatures”?
Where else in Scripture does it talk about all of us in Christ being set-apart for the Lord (i.e. “holy”)?
In light of this, do you feel that you are striving to live your life as one who is set-apart for the Lord’s purposes? How so?

5. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways"” from the sermon. Do any of these particularly encourage, convict, challenge, you, & if so, how?
Do not be deceived by temptations of the flesh!
As those beloved by God, sin will never fulfill us!
SIN PROMISES PLEASURE HIT ITS END IS ALWAYS DEATH!
All that is good in life comes to us from the Father!
God isn't withholding any good thing from us!
IF WE ACTUALLY WANT A FULFILLING LIVE, WE COME TO GOD!
Our unchanging God has chosen to give us new life!
Our natural trajectory was sin & death, not LIFE!
FAITH IN JESUS IS THE ONLY MEANS OF REBIRTH & NEW LIFE!



