
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
BAPTISM SERVICE - In This Is Love - 1 John 4:9-10 - 08.30.2026 

1. Is there anything specific from this message that the Lord has impressed upon your heart? 
	 If so, what is it & how do you feel the Lord calling you to respond? 

2. If somebody were to ask you, ‘who/what do you love in life?’ How would you answer this question? 
	 How would you define, “love” if somebody asked you for a definition of this word? 
	 	 Does God provide a clear explanation, description, or definition of love in the Scriptures that can form our definition? 
	 The devotional from the baptism service this morning was from 1 John 4:9-10. Take a moment to read these verses. 
	 	 How does God’s love compare with our understanding of love and how we use this term in our lives? 
	  
3. What is the correlation between the love of God & the Gospel (all that Jesus accomplished through His life, death, & resurrection)? 
	 What other Scripture passages support the idea that God’s love for us is made manifest or demonstrated in the work of Jesus? 
	 How does this shape our understanding of love, & our call to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, & strength? 

4. Is there any connection between these verses and the ordinance of baptism - particularly as we practice “believer’s baptism”? 
	 What does baptism represent in the life of the believer/Christ follower, & why is it important for us to walk in this practice? 
	  
5. Consider the command of the Lord to “believe and be baptized” & the biblical evidence of this regular practice in the early church. 
	 Why do you think that this practice has shifted largely from how it was practiced in the early church? 
	 	 *It was the common practice that conversion to Christ would be almost immediately followed by water baptism in the church. 
	 Why do so many people who place their faith in Jesus delay publicly identifying with Him through baptism? 
	 	 Can you affirm the following questions based upon your personal convictions/beliefs about Jesus: 
	 	 	 1. Do you believe that you are a sinner and that Jesus alone is the way, the truth, and the life and no one comes to the 	 	
	 	 	 	 Father except through Him? 
	 	 	 2. Do you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead? 
	 	 	 3. Are you committed to following Jesus in your life from this point forward no matter what may come your way? 
	 	 If you can affirm these questions, have you been baptized in Christ? If not, what’s preventing you from doing so? 
	 	 If you cannot affirm these three questions, what is preventing you from trusting in Christ and finding life & hope in Him? 

6. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from the message; do any of these particularly encourage, convict, & challenge you? If so, how? 
	 	 Love is defined by our God because He is love! 
	 	 Love is embodied in Jesus’ sacrifice for us! 
	 	 Love is defined by Jesus sacrifice on the cross! 
	 	 WE NOW LIVE THROUGH CHRIST!!!


