
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
The Fruit of the Spirit - 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 - Love: The Greatest of These - 09.20.2026 

1. As we go through this sermon series, it’s valuable to read (or even memorize) Galatians 5:22-23 regularly to keep it before us: 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

2. How would you define the word, ”love” and what informs your understanding of this word? 
	 Who/what do you love and why do you love him/her/them/it? 
	 What does your love look like in action? (What do you do for/to the people/things/ideas that you love?) 
	 	 Does your understanding of the word, “love” differ from the definition of love in the culture around you? If so, how? 
	 	 How does God’s Word help us to define love, and what specific passages help to shape your understanding of this word? 

3. Take a moment to read our main passage for this week (1 Corinthians 13) as we considered “love” in our Fruit of the Spirit series. 
	 Is there anything specific that stands out to you as you read these verses? If so, what is it and why does it stand out to you? 
	 How do the first three verses elevate the fruit produced in us by the Holy Spirit over the gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit? 
	 	 What differs between “Spiritual Gifts” & “the Fruit of the Spirit” and how are each obtained/utilized in our lives? 

4. Why do you think love is such an emphasis in this passage and, frankly, throughout all of Scripture as the fruit of the Holy Spirit? 
	 As you look at these verses (particularly, consider the characteristics of love in verses 4-7), how is love reflected in your life? 
	 	 As you see the evidence of love (vv. 4-7), are these characteristics evident (or not so evident) in your life? 
	 	 	 If you find that your life isn’t reflecting these characteristics well: 
	 	 	 	 FIRST - what does that reveal about how you’re living? 
	 	 	 	 SECOND - what is the Holy Spirit of God calling you to do based on this convictional revelation? 
	 If we want to grow in love, what steps can we take right now to do so? What is the means by which greater love is produced? 
	  
5. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from this sermon; do any of these particularly encourage, convict, & challenge you? If so, how? 
	 	 GOD IS LOVE, AND ALL GODLY FRUIT BEGINS, GROWS, & CONTINUES IN LOVE!	  
	 	 	 THE NECESSITY OF LOVE! (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 
	 	 	 	 Without love, everything we do is worthless! 
	 	 	 THE EVIDENCE OF LOVE! (1 Corinthians 13:4-7) 
	 	 	 	 Love reveals growing godly character in our lives! 
	 	 	 THE SUPREMACY OF LOVE! (1 Corinthians 13:8-13) 
	 	 	 	 God is love, and love remains when all else is gone! 

	 	 	 	 	 	 WE WALK BY THE SPIRIT TO GROW IN LOVE!


