
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
The Fruit of the Spirit - John 15:1-11 - Joy: The Result of Abiding in Christ - 09.27.2026 

1. As we go through this sermon series, it’s valuable to read (or even memorize) Galatians 5:22-23 regularly to keep it before us: 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

2. How would you define the word, “joy,” and how can you experience joy in your life? 
	 Who/what comes to mind when you think of the word, “joy”? What about those people/things lead you to think of joy? 
	 I shared the following passages of Scripture under the heading, “Joyful Circumstances” 
	 	 Deuteronomy 16:15, 2 Chronicles 7:10, & Luke 2:10-12 - what stands out to you about these circumstances? 
	 I shared the following passages of Scripture under the heading, “Other Joyful Circumstances” 
	 	 Habakkuk 3:17-18, Acts 5:40-41, 2 Corinthians 7:4, 1 Thessalonians 1:6, 2 Corinthians 8:1-2, & James 1:2-4. What about these? 
	 	 How do the “other joyful circumstances” compare with the previously listed “joyful circumstances” outlined in Scripture? 
	 	 	 As you consider the joy in ALL of these circumstances - what does it reveal about the source of joy in our lives? 

3. Our main text for this morning was John 15:1-11 - take a moment to read these verses. 
	 As you look at Jesus’ words in verse 11, what does he say about the joy that is available to us in Him? 
	 	 How do verses 1-10 bring clarity regarding the means of the fullness of joy we’re after in our lives? 
	 	 What does it mean to “abide” in Jesus, & how do Jesus words in John 15 help us to see what this looks like in our lives?  

4. What is the correlation between “love” & “joy” - specifically as it pertains to our lives in Christ, & how does John 15 help us see it? 

5. How does our obedience to Jesus’ commands impact our joy in life?  Do you see His commands as life-giving and joy-producing? 
	 Are there any commands of our Lord that you’re currently resisting to obey or struggling to believe will lead to joy? 
	 	 How can you trust the Lord more in this & experience greater joy as you respond in obedience despite your resistance? 
	  
6. Below are the “Today’s Takeaways” from this sermon; do any of these particularly encourage, convict, & challenge you? If so, how? 
	 	 JESUS IS THE WAY TO FULLNESS OF JOY IN LIFE!	  
	 	 	 Jesus is the true vine & the Father the vinedresser! 
	 	 	 	 Abiding in Jesus & the Father’s pruning lead to fruit! 
	 	 	 Jesus loves us with the love the Father has for Him! 
	 	 	 	 Love reveals growing godly character in our lives! 
	 	 	 We abide in Jesus’ love by obeying His commands! 
	 	 	 	 Fullness of joy is ours as we walk in Jesus’ ways!


